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IV. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A connector comprising: 
a generally rectangular card; 

a housing having a generally box-shaped housing space for housing 
said card, said housing space including a first side face, two second side faces 
adjoining said first side face, and an insert face adjoining said first side face and said 
second side faces for admitting said i ns e rt e d card through said insert face ; 

wherein said housing has an engaging portion formed along said first 
side face of said housing space, and a pair of holding portions formed along said 
second side faces, each of said holding portions having a flexible portion extending 
along each of said second side face -faces away from said engaging portion and 
el as tically def o rm a b le outsid e, said flexible portion being bent elasticallv outside 
when being pushed, and a first planar lock piece disposed along said flexible portion 
for covering a portion of said insert face with a face of said planar lock piece, said 
first planar lock piece comprising a free edge on an inner side of the first lock piece 
with respect to the housing ; and 

a second lock piece g enerally d i spos e d at r i ght ang le s to a for e front of 
th e f l ex i bl e portion for covering a portion of an open surface adjoining the insert face 
and a forefront of the flexible portion, the open surface being generally disposed at 
right angles to the insert face and an extending direction of the flexible portion, said 
second lock piece being generally disposed on the open surface from the forefront of 
the flexible portion ; 

wh e r e by wherein said l ock p ie ces are first planar lock piece is pushed 
on said free edge by each end edges- edge of said card to open outside when one 
end side of said card is engaged to said engaging portion and the other end side of 
said card is turned toward said housing, and said lock pieces lock- locks said card 
when said card is housed in said housing space. 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The connector according to claim 1 , 
wherein at least a portion of the free edge on an inner side of the housing e nd e dge 
of sa i d lock p ie c e wh i ch touches said card is chamfered. 
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3. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The connector according to claim 1 
or 2, wherein an angle formed between the free edge e nd edg e s of sa i d l ock pi e c e s 
and the extending direction of the flexible portion end e dg e s of sa i d card i s 0 d e gr ee s 
or mor e , and l ess than 90 d e gr ee s ranges from 0 to 45 degrees . 

4. (ORIGINAL) The connector according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the one 
end side of said card is housed in said housing space and the other end side of said 
card is not housed in said housing space when one end side of said card is engaged 
to said engaging portions. 

5. (CANCELED) 



6. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A housing comprising: 

a generally box-shaped housing space for housing a generally 
rectangular card, said housing space including a first side face, two second side 
faces adjoining said first side face, and an insert face adjoining said first side face 
and said second side faces for admitting said i ns e rted card through the insert face ; 

an engaging portion formed along said first side face of said housing 

space; 

a pair of holding portions formed along said second side faces, 
respectively, eaob-ofsaid holding portions having a-flexible portions - portion 
extending along said second side face- faces, respectively, an4- said holding portions 
being elastically deformable outside, and a- planar first lock piece- pieces disposed 
along said flexible port i on portions, respectively, fef- said first lock pieces covering a 
portion- portions of said insert face and comprising free edges on respective inner 
sides of said first lock pieces with respect to the housing ; a nd a s e cond l ock p ie c e 

portion of an op e n surfac e adjoin i ng th e ins e rt fac e; 

wherein said lock pieces are pushed on the free edges by end- side 
edges of said card to open outside when one- a front end side of said card is 
engaged to said engaging portion and th e oth e r a rear end side of said card is turned 
toward said housing, and said lock pieces lock said card when said card is housed in 
said housing space. 
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7. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The housing according to claim 6, 
wherein at least a portion of the end- free edge of said first lock pi e ce pieces wh i ch 
touches said card is chamfered. 

8. (ORIGINAL) The housing according to claim 6 or 7, wherein said card 
is substantially identical inViape to said insert face. 

9. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The housing according to claim 6 or 
7, wherein said flexible portions are port i on is elastically deformable in a direction 
perpendicular to the turning direction of said card. 

1 0. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method for connecting a connector 
having a generally rectangular card, and a housing having a generally box-shaped 
housing space for housing said card, said housing space including a first side face, 
two second side faces adjoining said first side face, and an insert face adjoining said 
first side face and said second side faces for admitting said inserted card, said 
housing having an engaging portion formed along said first side face of said housing 
space, and a pair of holding portions formed along said second side faces, each of 
said holding portions having a flexible portion extending along said second side face 
and elastically deformable outside, and a planar first lock piece disposed along said 
flexible portion for covering a portion of said insert face, and a second lock piece for 
covering a portion of an open surface adjoining the insert face and a forefront of the 
flexible portion, the open surface being generally disposed at right angles to the 



insert face and an extending direction a for e front of the flexible portion for cov e r i ng a 

portion of an op e n surfac e adjoining th e i ns e rt fac e, the method comprising steps of: 



to push said lock pieces with end -side edges of said card and move -ORefi-said lock 
pieces outside; and 

housing said card in said housing space so as to lock said card with 
said lock pieces. 




engaging one- a front end side of said card to said engaging portion; 
turning th e oth e r a rear end side of said card toward said housing so as 
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1 1 . (New) The housing according to claim 6, further comprising: a second 
lock piece for covering a portion of an open surface adjoining the insert face and a 
forefront of one of the flexible portions, the open surface being generally disposed at 
right angles to the insert face and an extending direction of the one of the flexible 
portions, said second lock piece being generally disposed on the open surface from 
the forefront. 
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